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TAGS: PDEV RH ZA 

SUB J : RHODESIA: APPROACH TO ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT 
REF: (A) STATE 19753, (B) STATE 17228 

1 . AMBASSADOR AND POLITICAL OFFICER CALLED ON ZAMBIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER MW ALE FOR DISCUSSION OF CURRENT EFFORTS 
ON RHODESIA BASED ON TALKING POINTS CONTAINED REF B. 

MW ALE POINTED OUT THAT ZAMBIA HAD MADE AN EFFORT TO GET 
THE PATRIOTIC FRONT TO AGREE TO GO TO MALTA AND THAT HE 
HOPED PROGRESS COULD BE MADE AT THE MEETINGS THERE. 

MW ALE SAID THE IMPORTANT QUESTION WAS WHEN SMITH WOULD 
LEAVE THE SCENE. THE AMBASSADOR REPLIED THAT WE REALIZED 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF AN ACCEPTANCE OF THE ANGLO-AMERICAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LUSAKA 00245 271809Z 

PROPOSALS AND THAT A MAJOR DIFFICULTY HAD BEEN TO GET THE 
PF TO TALK ABOUT THE PROPOSALS. THEIR PROCRASTINATION 
AND THEIR EXTREME DEMANDS PLAYED INTO SMITH'S HANDS BY 
FORCING MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE TO SEEK POWER THROUGH HIM. 

2. MW ALE. SAID THAT THE GREATEST PROBLEM WAS THAT ALL THE 
NATIONALISTS WANTED TO BE PRESIDENT OF AN INDEPENDENT 
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ZIMBABWE. THEY HAVE SPENT MUCH OF THEIR TIME WORKING 
OUT WHAT THEY WILL DO AS LEADER OF THE COUNTRY AND "THIS 
GAME COULD ERUPT INTO A HOLOCAUST." EVERYONE IS ARMED 
AND READY TO FIGHT. EVEN MUZOREWA IS TRYING TO FORM 
AN ARMY. THE AMBASSADOR POINTED OUT THAT THE UK-US PROPOSAL 
SPOKE TO THIS PROBLEM BY CALLING FOR THE CREATION OF AN 
ARMY WHICH WOULD BE LOYAL TO THE STATE AND NOT TO A 
PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL. 

3. STATING THAT HE HAD A LOT OF FAITH IN PRESIDENT CARTER 

AND THE NEW ADMINISTRATION FOR THE GENUINENESS OF INTENTIONS 
REGARDING RHODESIA. MWALE SAID HE AND PRESIDENT KAUNDA, 
HOWEVER, STILL MAINTAINED A LARGE MEASURE OF DISTRUST OF 
THE BRITISH. HE SAID THAT ZAMBIANS KNOW THE BRITISH AND 
ONE MUST BEWARE OF THEIR "INGENIOUS DUPLICITY." THE 
AMBASSADOR REPLIED THAT THE UNITED STATES STILL STOOD 
FIRMLY BEHIND THE PROPOSALS AND INTENDED TO PURSUE WHAT 
WE BELIEVE TO BE A FAIR AND REASONABLE WAY TO ACHIEVE 
INDEPENDENCE FOR RHODESIA. MWALE WISHED US GOOD LUCK 
IN THE MALTA DISCUSSIONS AND ADDED THAT THE PRESSURE 
MUST BE KEPT ON SMITH. 

4. COMMENT: MWALE DID NOT THIS TIME ATTEMPT TO PUT 
FORWARD ANY BRIEF FOR THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, NOR DID HE 
QUESTION REFERENCES TO THE NEED TO GUARANTEE THE FAIRNESS 
OF THE PROCESS FOR ALL CONCERNED, INCLUDING MUZOREWA AND 
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SITHOLE. WHILE HE MAY NOT BE REFLECTIVE OF THE VIEWS 
OF KAUNDA IN THIS REGARD, ON THE WHOLE MWALE GAVE THE 
IMPRESSION OF A SOMEWHAT SOFTENED STAND REGARDING THE 
POSITION AND POWER WHICH THE PATRIOTIC FRONT SHOULD HOLD 
DURING ANY TRANSITION PROCESS. 
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